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Abstract:  

“Sound of Contagion” is a transmedial art project addressing the cultural narratives 

surrounding global diseases and pandemics through different media. It is borne 

out of the collaborative partnership between the University of the Arts in Berlin 

and the University of Oxford and explores the use of Artificial Intelligence (A.I.) in 

creative processes to build a storyworld that serves as the basis for narratives, 

illustrations, musical compositions and live performances. Texts written by a 

machine learning algorithm and trained on narratives about pandemics from the 

last 2000 years serve as the starting point for the project. 

Besides the aesthetic and creative output, the project is a research endeavor that 

explores the usage of A.I. as a creative tool. Through the collaboration of artists 

and technology, the imaginary that AI can independently and consciously create 

art is shifting to the notion of A.I. as a tool that supports and encourages creative 

processes. In this way the project points to the aesthetics and cultural-semantic 

flaws that are unique to the creative output of A.I. works, and challenges the myth 

that A.I. could replace authors, poets or other creators of art, entertainment or 

fiction in general. Thus the work follows a collaborative paradigm and 

acknowledges A.I. as a creative tool with its own agency and a unique aesthetic. By 
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using them in a creative process, A.I.s make an important contribution to new art 

forms, foster inspiration for artistic practices and thus promote independent 

modes of expression. 

This talk is an insight into this project understood as a case study of how Artificial 

Intelligence is used as a creative tool within an interdisciplinary collective working 

in fields like literature studies, cultural studies, composition and visual arts. 

 

https://www.soundofcontagion.com/ 
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